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1. This report is the international preliminary examination report, established by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 7 sheets, including this cover sheet 

This r^rt is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

(sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of 5 sheets, as follows: 

sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
and/or sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 

I I sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes 
beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and tiie 
Supplemental Box. 

(sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carrier(s)) 

, containing a sequence listing and/or tables related thereto, in computer 

readable form only, as indicated in the Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 



□ 



4. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



IXI Box No. I 
I I Box No. n 
13 Box No. m 
n Box No. IV 
Box No. V 



Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-^tablishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 



I j Box No. VI 
I i BoxNo. Vn Certain defects in the international application 

□ 

Box No. Vm Certain observations on the international application 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item« 



□ 



This report is based on translations firom the original language into the following language . 
which is language of a translation furnished for the purpose of: 

I I international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

I I publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

I I mtemational preliminary examination (und^ Rules S5.2 and/or 55.3) 



2. With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report): 

I I The international application as originally filed/fumished 
IXI the description: 

pages 1-17 , as originally filed/fumished 



pages* 
pages* 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



the claims: 

pages 

pages* 



3, 4, 6, 7, 13-15, 17-22 



pages'* 
pages* 



1, 2, 5, 8-12, 16, 23 



, as originally filed/fumished 

, as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

receivedby thisAutiiority on 04 October 2004 (04.10.2004) 
received by this Authority on 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages* 

pages* 



1-12 



, as originally filed/fumished 



received by tiiis Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



I I a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

3. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 



I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing (specify): 

I I any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): . 



4.n 



This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box 
(Rule 70.2(c)). 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/figs 



I I the sequence listing (specify): 

I I any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded" 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box No. I) (January 2004) 



IntemSnon 



D>rr£RNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABIIJTy 



InteinSnonal application No. 

PCT/JP2003/012666 



Box No. m Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 



The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non obvious), or to be industrially 
applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

I I the entire international application. 

claims Nos. 1-14. 17-2L23 

because: 

the said international application, or the said claims Nos. 1-14. 17-21.23 



relate to the following subject matter which does not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 
SEE SUPPLEMENTAL SHEET 



I I the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. . 
' — ' are so unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 



□ 



the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported 

by the description that no meaningful opinion could be formed. 

no international search report has been established for said claims Nos. 1-14. 17-21. 23 . 



I I the nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing does not comply with the standard provided for in Annex C of the 
Administrative Instructions in that: 

the written form | | has not been furnished 

I I does not comply with the standard 
the computer readable form | | has not been furnished 

I I does not comply with the standard 

I I the tables related to the nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing, if in computer readable form only, do not comply with 
the technical requirements provided for in Aimex C-bis of the Administrative Instructions. 

[~] see Supplemental Box for further details. 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used whtn the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufGcient) 

Continuation of: III. 1 . 

The subject matter of claims 1 to 7, 17 to 21 and 
23 relates nominally and substantially to methods of 
doing business (J^egrulations, Rule 67.1(iii)). A unique 
technical feature {Guidelines, §9.04) cannot be found in 
the subject matter of claims 15 , 16 and 22; these claims 
are substantially also oriented towards methods of doing 
business , ) 

The subject matter of claims 8 to 14 merely gives 
meaning to business procedures concerning recorded 
information, and therefore constitutes a mere 
presentation of information (Regulations, Rule 67 . 1 (v) ) . 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



15, 16, 22 



16 



15, 22 



15, 16, 22 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

Documents cited in the international search report: 
Document 1: EP 1232776 A2 (Hitachi, Ltd.) 
Document 2: JP 2000-250988 A (Hitachi, Ltd.) 



Documents cited in the international preliminary 
examinat ion : 

Document 3: WO 01/29750 Al (Yahool Inc.), 26 April 2001 & 
AU 200110948 Al & EP 1257963 Al & JP 2003- 
512679 A 

Document 4: JP 6-295390 A (Fujitsu Limited), 21 October 
1994 & US 2004/0054586 Al 

Explanation 
Claim 15 

The invention set forth in claim 15 does not involve 
an inventive step in the light of document 3 . Document 3 
sets forth "Yahoo! Points" which are points (effectively 
electronic money) which are used for online auctions and 
shopping (Section IV) . Document 3 also discusses the 
introduction of points of a plurality of classes which are 
controlled by different rules (Subsection E) , and proposes 
the concept of "points could decay over time, with a half- 
life, much like uranium". The term "decay" is used, and 
its meaning is quite obvious: in other words, to lose in 
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value. The face value of the points is lost due to 
predetermined factors, and the resultant total value of 
points at the end of a specific period becomes half of the 
value at the start of the period. It would be easy for a 
person skilled in the art to conceive of the action of 
reducing value (in the reduction rate information in claim 
8 and) in this claim as the (information and) action 
required as a matter of course for the implementation of 
points using such a concept. 

Moreover, the invention set forth in claim 15 does 
not involve an inventive step in the light of document 4. 
Document 4 mentions a reduction in value of points based 
on the number of days which have elapsed since the most 
recent purchase date (see fig. 23 and the explanation of 
said drawing) . 

Claim 16 

The invention set forth in claim 16 is novel and 
involves an inventive step in relation to the 
aforementioned documents (if the points referred to in Box 
III are not brought into question) . None of the documents 
indicates that payment is made by adding the balances of 
two types of electronic money on the basis of a 
restriction of "the percentage accounted for by the first 
type of electronic money" , and it would not be easy for a 
person skilled in the art to conceive of said feature in 
the light of the aforementioned documents or a simple 
combination thereof. 

Claim 22 

The invention set forth in claim 22 does not involve 
an inventive step in the light of documents 2 and 3 . 
Document 2 indicates that the upper limit/lower limit 
amounts set for each of a plurality of 

payment/ ( "settlement " ) methods acts as a restriction on 
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the selection of (one or a plurality of) payment methods. 
The invention set forth in claim 22 is effectively the 
same as the invention which would be obtained by applying 
such a restriction to the invention set forth in document 
3 . In the light of the fact that the restrictions set 
forth in document 2 apply regardless to the actual form of 
the individual payment method, and the fact that the 
plurality of point classes (and other forms of value 
referred to, such as mileage points) set forth in document 
3 are obviously regarded as a plurality of (distinct) 
payment installment sets, it would not be particularly 
difficult for a person skilled in the art to combine these 
elements - 
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